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GOVERNMENT CORPORATIONS POORLY MANAGED 


Kathmandu THE MOTHERLAND in English 23 Mar 82 p 3 


{Editorial: 


(Text ] 


“Corporations” ] 


Government corporations in Nepal- 


are not what they should have been. The 
basic idea of setting up corporations ‘s 
that they without being bogged down in 
red-tapism can take prompt decisions and 
implement them. But in Nepal the cwatrary 
is happenirg. Almost all corporations 
have become breeding-ground for eorrup- 
tion and all major aecisions are taken only 


with the prior approval of thé ministry 
concerned. If there is autonomy in corp- 
orations, this is the kind of autonomy 
they have. Categorization of corporations 
isanother ridiculous thing in our scheme. 
Whether adtional bank or a recording unit, 
they are ail grouped together as corpora- 
tions but with varying status the only 
basis for which is the costand: benefit, 


not the nature of service. | 

It seems no thought has yet been given 
tu rationalise the corporations. On the 
contrary, these corporations have come 
bandy for people in the government to in- 
dulge in all kinds of corrupt practices. All 
“A” class corporations have become 
places to dump retiring or retired special 
class civil servants who have been 


ingratiating enough. The assertive types 


NEPAL 








cso: 


4220/475 


never get the opportunity forthe simple 
reason that they can revitalise the other- 
wise dormant corporations and may not 
even care for illegal order of people hold- 
ing positions of power. And of late the 
government has started even worse pract- 
ice of appointing people inkey _posts.of 
corporations of second and third rate not 
from among the staff butfrom outside. 
They are all band- picked people with lit- 
tle or no administrative knack. - This isa 
very unhealthy practice and can only 
demoralise the staff because of lack of 
opportunity to get to higher rung on the 
basis of merit whichasamaiter of fact 
has become a secondary qualification. 
This is definitely not the way to boost the 
morale of the people. It is idiotic to expect 
better performance from demoralised 


people. 





PAKISTAN 


EFFECTS OF AFGHAN CRISIS ON PAKISTAN EXAMINED 
Rome IL TEMPO in Italian 15 Mar 82 p 3 
[Report by Giorgio Torchia: “Why Pakistan Is Back in Washington's Orbit”) 


[Text] The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan has brought 
Moscow dangerously close. Islamabad's new position 
vis-a-vis India, and the consequences of its alliance 
with Saudi Arabia. Collaboration and aid agreements 
with the United States. 


Islamabad, March--A bridge spanning the Amu Doria, at Fermez, now links Soviet 
Asia to Afghanistan. It is said that another will soon be built. The Russians 
are also planning to build a railroad line--with the gauge used in the USSR-- 
that would connect with the Soviet railroad network. [It will be possible to 
travel from Kabul to Moscowon the train. The Badkhashan region, which borders 
on the Russian Asian republics, is under special military control. There has 
been no annexation as yet, as there was for the Wakhan corridor, but the 
groundwork is laid for one. 


Thus, the Soviet presence in Afghanistan bears all the signs of an occupation 
meant to last a long time with the objective of the Mongolization of the coun- 
try. Formaily it will become a satellite. Actually, it will be annexed. Like 
Mongolia. At p~esent Moscow is not even considering the reestablishment of the 
kind of buffer state which existed until April 197&, when President Daoud was 
overturned and the communists took direct control of the country. It might be 
considered such a state if the struggle now being waged by the mujahedin 

gives rise to a new situation capable of inducing the leadership of the USSR 

to review the problem. But this is a doubtful prospect which would have to 
wait for the post-Brezhnev era. 


As things stand now, the outlook for 15 million Afghans is hardly reassuring. 
The mujahedin are making life difficult for the Russians. They often drive 
them to despair. But as their own leaders admit, it is almost impossible to 
defeat a superpower which has no press, no parliament, no public opinion and 
no allies to answer to. 


There are certain factors which may influence Moscow's choices, however, de- 
pending on how the military and political situations evolve in Afghanistan. 
For now, all the aid the mujahedin's are getting comes through Pakistan. 











1 Chima uses the so-called route of Marco Pelo to send supplies through the 
Himalayan passes to Gilgit, in Kashmir (Pakistan). All the experts agree that 
the Wakhaa Corridor, on the border between China and Afghanistan, is all but 
impassable, besides being directly controlled by the Red Army. Among the 
other countries bordering on Afghanistan, Iran has received 500,000 refugees, 
but although the supporters of Khomeyni adopt intransigent positions about the 
Soviet occupation, they are not giving the Afghan guerrillas any concrete 
military support. Tehran's leaders have enough problems of their own, with 
the various opposing armed factions in Iran, and their conflict with Iraq 
determines many of their optims. They have no interest in promoting a revi- 
val of an active military alliance between Moscow and Baghdad. But once that 
conflict is over, Khomeyni’s followers are capable of anything. And the 
Soviets know it. 





Another factor is the caution with which the West, especially the United 
States, is giving assistance to a divided resistance movement in which pan- 
[Islamic groups are in almost complete control. Pakistan is the hinterland of 
this guerrilla warfare, and without its support the mujahedin would be in an 
impossible position. But Pakistan refuses to become a true “external base" 
for the rebellion. Pakistan's leaders give due weight to the consequences 

of exacerbating their tense relations with the USSR, which are already 
threatening Pakistan with dismemberment. They are also afraid that the 2.5 
million refugees on their soil may create a Palestinian-type situation in 
this context. 


So the Pakistanis are being very careful to keep the refugee camps from turn- 
ing into real military bases. They are limiting the flow of arms into their 
territory. They are watching over the nujahedin with extreme vigilance to see 
thac they don't do anything to make Pakistan's relations with Moscow even more 
tense. Thus when a Russian pilot and a former civilian advisor were brought 
secretly to Peshawar, the Islamabad authorities immediately intervened for 
their release. But Pakistan's relative caution does not alter a de facto 
situation characterized by two main factors: the Soviet presence in Afghanis- 
tan has completely revolutionized all of President Zia's options, forcing him 
to thoroughly revise his strategy; and Pakistan is now without the protection 
of a buffer state, and finds its already precarious national unity threatened. 
It is significant thac Soviet Ambassador Sarwar Azimov was roughly expelled 
from Islamabad. accused of subversive activities. 


The break with the USSR and the reaffirmation of friendship with China are an 
unequivocable certainty for President Zia. But Zia's plan of making Pakistan 
a nonaligned country with a leading role in the Islamic world, clearly detached 
from the United States--which still hasn't been forgiven for the historical 
"betrayal" of failing to help a very faithful ally at a critical time in its 
destiny (the two wars with India, the latest of which led to the amputation 
of Bangladesh)--has failed. Pakistan needs the West, especially the United 
States. But how, and on what conditions, is a special relationship to be 
rebuilt between two countries which were once united by strong ties and two 
military alliances (CENTO AND SEATO), but which ended up treating each other 
coldly? 








After the Soviet invasic- of Afghanistan, Carter sent Brzezinski to Islamabad 
with an offer of minimal assistance--$500 million. President Zia replied dis- 
dainfully to the American president's advisor that he didn't need "peanuts." 
The picture changed radically with Reagan's advent to the White House. The 
United States offered to help Pakistan and modernize its armed forces, which 
were totally inadequate to cope with the country's security problems. The 
United States offered a total of $2 billion worth of military and non-military 
aid. The negotiations between Americans and Pakistanis proceeded success- 
fully, thanks to the mediation of the Saudis. President Zia and King Khalid 
built a real alliance uniting Islam's richest country with its most (or almost) 
populous one. The Saudis contribute the money. The Pakistanis contribute 
human resources and qualified technical personnel, both civilian and military. 
The Saudis are propping up Pakistan's economy with direct aid ($500 million 
this year plus $1 billion in special subsidies) and with oil on easy terms. 

A large part of the plan to modernize Pakistan's armed forces is financed by 
the Riyad government, in particular 40 F-16 airplanes (6 this year and the 
rest in 1983), whose delivery elicited an outcry from India. According to 
Indira Gandhi, the rearmament of Pakistan upsets the balance of military 
forces in the region and is a threat to India‘s security. 


Meanwhile Zia, with the support of the Saudis, is continuing the dialogue 
with Washington and trying to quiet India’s completely unfounded fears. He has 
proresed a nonaggression treaty with India; its premises have been examined by 
Indian and Pakistani diplomats. 


Zia is probably sincere when he says three wars with India are enough, despite 
the outstanding dispute over Kashmir and some historically irreconcilable 
matters. Under Zia, Pakistan has moved farther and farther away frow the 
Indian subcontinent (the secession of Bangladesh facilitated this process) 

and closer to the Middle East. Its special relationship with the Arab world, 
and the emphasis it places on Islam--for reasons of both domestic and foreign 
policy--it is now even run by 2 pan-Islamic government--have brought Pakistan 
even farther from its historical niche on the indian subcontinent. The 

Soviet invasion of Afghanistan accentuated this trend. For better or for 
worse, the country's major interests now lie much more with the West then with 
the East. 


In choosing the West, Pakistan is guided by its need to stave off the frospect 
of taking Afghanistan's place as a buffer state between the Soviet Union and 
India. Hence its need to consoiidate relations with China, strengthen ties 
with Saudi Arabia, and revive its dialogue with the United States. 


But now that Pakistan is gravitating more and more toward the Middle East, 

both by choice and because of new circumstances imoelling it in that direc- 
tion, Islamabad is afraid of becoming a military pawn of its former ally again. 
So the collaboration agreements between Washington and Islamabad do nct pro- 
vide for the reinstatement of J.S. military bases in Pakistan (Power’sU-2 spy 
pl. took off from Peshawar in 1958), or for Pakistan's participation in the 
U.S. s Persian Gulf security =,stem. 


But how detached can Pakistan remain from the security problems of a region 
it wants to plaw a role in? The modernization program of its armed ferces 
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PAKISTAN 


EDITORIAL DISPUTES INTERIOR MINISTER ON ELECTION ISSUE 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 26 Feb 82 p 3 
[Editorial: “Election Possibilities and Interior Minister's Arguments"] 


[Text] People with understanding and the good of the country at heart are 
really concerned about the political situa.‘on facing the country and 
questions ari-ing in connection with a restorsiion of democracy. On the 
one hand, the diverse statements of the politic.1 parties and their leaders 
remind one of the Tower of Babel. on the other hand, the statements made by 
some government officials are no less confusing, with the result that the 
common man is perplexed and is at a loss to understand what is actually 
happening and in which direction the country is drifting politically. Under 
such confused conditions, one would at least expect that people holding 
responsible positions would refrain from utterances that serve to increase 
concern and cloud the political atmosphere still further. 


Minister of Interior Mr Mahmoud Haroon's interview with the Kuwait news 
agency published in today's newspapers prompted us to make this appeal. 

Mr Mahmoud Haroon is an elder statesman and a veteran minister. The services 
of Mr Hareon and his famiiy during the movemen' for the establishment of 
Pakistan and attainment of national goals are well known. His patrictism 

and great affection for Pakistan arz above suspicion. But, with due respect, 
we would like to state that his ecatement concerning Pakistan's internal 
situation and the possibilities of holding elections, far from clarifying 

the issue, tend to aggravate the serious concern still further. 


The minister of interior said that the geographical and political situation 
cannot but affect the internal situation of a country and that so long as 
Russians remain in Afghanistan, elections cannot be held in Pakistan. lle 
also gave some other reasons in support of bis arguments about the Russilan 
presence in Afghanistan in vchis context. 


Mr Mahmoud Haroon did not explain how the Russian presence in a neighboring 

country can become an obstacle to holding elections in Pakistan. Small and 

big events always occur near and around the country. But countries enjoying 
democracy and self-confidence never use those events as an excuse to suspend 
or paralyze the important and basic af‘aire of their national life. On 











the contrary, on such occasions, governments give more importance to winning 
tue confidence and support of the people than ever before. If the presence 
of the Russians poses a threat to Pakistan, then such a situation demands 
that the government in power confront this threat by winning the support of 
the people by holding elections, so that the whole world may know that the 
Government of Pakistan is fully backed by the people who wholeheartedly support 
its programs and politics. low did the minister of interior come to take for 
granted that if under these circumstances the people were given the right to 
elect their representatives, they would appoint people who would be ignorant 
of the implications of the proximity of the Russians. The people look upon 
the Russians as a threat and are determined to resist them. Therefore, they 
will elect people who support their views and are prepared to do their utmost 
to provide protection against ail possible dangers from the Russian presence. 
The present government is serving the country prudently and to the best of 
its ability, and when it is said that there is a difference between an 
elected and a nonelected government, one does not necessarily mean that the 
present government's position is diminished in any way or that its services 
are mace to sound unimportant. In these days, nations of the world place 
great importance on this difference. As such, we are of the opinion that it 
is not right to make the presence of the Russians in Afghanistan an excuse 

for postponing elections. Furthermore, the honorable minister should know 
that accerding to well-informed observers, there is a very little likelihood 
of the Russians leaving Afghanistan in the near future. Is the honorabie 
minister suggesting that elections won't be held if the Russians do not 
withdraw from Afghanistan for the next 10 years? His present arguments point 
exactly in this direction. 


Besides this, the interior minister put forward some other arguments against 
holding elections. For example, he said that the political parties have not 
yet been able to submit their programs to the president, that they are busy 
raising communal and factional slogans. There is not a single party, he 
said, which is in a position to form the government after the elections and 
the coalition being formed now will not exist after the elections. Replies 
to these arguments have been given by the political parties over and over 
again. There are in the government people holding much more responsible 
positions than the interior minister, but none of them have come up with such 
arguments. As to President Zia-ul-Haq's etand on this issue, he has stated 
that if the Federal Council would propose the structure of an Islamic system 
of government, nothing would stand in the way of elections. Exaggeration 

of the internal situation used by any minister as an argument against holding 
elections can give rise to uanecessary and intolerable misunderstandings 
about the government's position. The other day President Zia-ul-Haq had to 
dissociate himself from the statement issued by Mr Rasoul Bakhsh Talpur, a 
senior minister from Sind en the 1973 constitution. Let us hope that this 
time it does not become difficult for the president to dissociate himself from 
the interior minister's arguments. Besides, ruling out the possibiliry of 
democratic procedure and elections is not in the best interest of the govern~ 
ment, because this would increase restlessness, which cannot be considered 
goed for anyone. 


9315 
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PAKISTAN 


CONTRADICTORY GOVERNMENT STATEMENTS ON ELECTIONS CRITICIZED 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 27 Feb 82 p 3 
[Editorial: “Unfavorable Conditions--Contradiction in Terms"™] 


[Text] During the last 4 and a half years, whenever high-level meetings have 
been held to study the country's domestic situation, especially the question 
of law and order, the central and provincial governments have always maintained 
that the situation was satisfactory. If any statement was made to the 
contrary, it was always to the effect that a handful of troublemakers and 
subversives had tried to create problems, but owing to the government's timely 
action, their plots had been foiled. From the lowest to the highest levels, 
everyone has conveyed and continues to convey the impression that there is 

no need for anxiety, that everytuing is under control, that the government is 
well aware of the activities of subversives and able to crush then. 
Undoubtedly, it is encouraging to know that the government is fulfilling its 
duty noc only by keeping its eye on elements involved in subversion against 
the nation but is also not allowing them to play out their games. It is 
quite another matter that in spite of the government's claims, political 
lecders are being assasinated in broad daylight and their killers are 
escaping successfully. 


A PIA passenger plane was hijacked; one life was lost and the hijackers were 
able te force the government to release the men the hijackers wanted freed. 
Other subversive activities have taken place; shots have been fired in 
ecucational institutions killing innocent students. Large caches of arms 
have been discevered in some universities, and not only students but teachers 
heave been found to be impliceted. But the genera! impression conveyed by the 
government still is that conditions remain satisfactory, until elections are 
mentioned; then the government assumes the position that conditions are not 
suitable for elections. What some political leaders ave saying seems tu be 
true: that there is contradiction between the government's words and its 
actions. To say in the same breath that conditions are satisfactory but not 
favorable for elections is to utter a contradiction in terms. When elections 
in Sangladesh and Iran are mentioned, the government's position becomes even 
more untenabie. After banning political activity, to ban statements and any 
other activity by the government's own nominated local counciliors shows that 
the government is not satisfied with its own nominees. The statements made by 








certain federal ministers after the first session of the Advisory Council also 
reveal the government's anxiety. In view of the situation, the government 
should consider its situation and decide upon the best course of extricating 
icself from the quagmire. How long will it be possible to ignore the feelings 
of the people and wf political groups? Repeating the refrain of “all is well" 
wiil not selve any problems. The same unfavorable conditions that the 
government offers as the reasun for not holding elections demand a speedy 
remedy before the situation deteriorates to the pvwint where no remedy will be 
of any use. 


9863 
C50: 4203/81 





PAKISTAN 


KHAWJA SAFDAR HIT FOR CONFUSING ROLES OF ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 27 Feb §2 p 3 


[Article by Irshad Ahmed Haqqani: "Constant Change of Position Reveals 
Mental Confusion"] 


[vext} Judging from the statements being heard from him recently, the chairman 
of the Federal Advisory Councii, Khawja Mohammad Safdar, seems to be 
suffering from mental confusion. Addressing a reception in a provincial 
capital, he said that his participation in the Council was inspired by the 
Koranic admnition te “cooperate in good works." He added that although the 
Pakistan National Alliance no longer existed, its former members and leaders 
also should not forget the principles according to which they decided 4 years 
ago to cooperate in good works and good objectives. After that, Khawja 
Safdar said, "When I participated in the Council, a friend of mine asked me 
why it was that after years as the leader of the opposition party I had joined 
a nominated institution. I answered that the total platform of the Council 
was based on that of the opposition party. All of the 288 members seemed to 
be opposition party members. They openly criticized government policies and 
courageously presented the point of view of the people to the government." 


Taking into view Khawja Safdar's two statements, the mental confusion 
mentioned before becomes evident. To him, membership in the Council is 
tantamount to cooperation in good works. but, on the other hand, the Council 
members seemed to be members of the opposition parry for they did nothing 

but criticize. Now, it is obvious that the basic function of the cpposition 
party is not to cooperate with the government but to criticize it, to oppose 
its policies and to try to change them. Since all the members of the Council 
did nothing but criticize, it seems strange and incomprehensible to exhort the 
people to come forward and cooperate with the government in the same way as 
the members cf the Couacil were cooperating with it. 


it is not clear why the Council's opposition to certain government policies 

is being harped on and magnified. The statement that the Council's members 
all seemed to be members of the opposition party appears to be an attempt 

to push the incident into prominence beyond reasonable limits and shows mental 
confusion as well. It is not quite true that the members of the Council did 
nothing but criticize the government; some were full of praise and 
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congratulations, some expressed agreement with the government, some were 
both critical and approving and three or four members may have uttered no 
word of praise. Someone even remarked at one point that the members wanted 
to outdo each other in congratulating the rulers. Ina way, there was vothing 
wrong in doing that. Those members who regard the establishment of the 
Council as a step in the right direction and support and appreciate the 
government's policies have a right to express their true feelings. There was 
nothing reprehensible about their expressions of praise. But to try 
laboriously to create the impression that the Council did nothing but 
criticize shows a guilty conscience. If the members of the Council and the 
chairman did try to become champions of the opposition party, they would only 
succeed in ruining their own image and give rise to gossip. It would be 
better if they remained what they really are. 


The fact is that Khawja Mohammad Safdar and others who think Jike him and who 
are reputed to be connected with the opposition party and supporters of 
demecracy are trying to board two ships at the same time. They wish, so to 
Say, to please the gardener and the birdcatcher too. They are participating 
in 2 nominated council but wish te convey the impression that they are not 
really part of it, or that if they are in the Council, it is only to 
criticize and to express public feeiings. Since none of these postures are 
based on fact, they have to keep changing their positions. Sometimes they 
say that elections should be held as soon as possidle; another time they 
maintain that conditions are not ripe for elections, and that if they are 
held, the old type of democracy, with prisoner camps for politicians and aii 
that, would return. But they do rot maintain this position for very long 
and go back to saying that their views are stilj] that elections should be 
held within the year and that it would take only a month or two to render 
conditions suitable for elections. Such quick changes in position naturaliy 
create confusion, and attempts to clear the confusion only make it worse. 
The only solution is to adopt the simple approach that cooperation with the 
government is useful and correct; that there is no shame in participating in 
& nominated organization; that they would cooperate with the government at any 
time in any action it thought proper to solve the political problem. If 
such an unequivocal stand were adopted, there would be no need for daily 
attempts at clarification or poking fun at these explanations. 
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PAKISTAN 


CONSTITUTION TERMED NOT IN CONFLICT WITH ISLAM, KORAN 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 7 Mar 82 p 3 


[Commentary by Irshad Ahmed Haqygani: "Man-Made Constitutions Are “ot 
Revelations But There Is No Recourse Without Them"] 


[Text] President Gen Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq's belief that the Holy Koran is the 
constitution for Muslims and in the presence of the Holy Koran Muslims 
require no cther constitution cannot be refuted. Similarly, his statement 
that the 1973 constitution is not a book of revelations is also correct. He 
wou:d agree, however, that in the modern era, a written or unwritten 
constitution is considered essential for every state, since it ovtlines the 
country*s basic conceptions and desires. It specifies the rights and duties 
of various constituents of the state. Where there are states and provinces 
it describes the nature of their contact with the Center, their 
responsibilities, relative status and jurisdiction. It includes proposals for 
the establishment of a balance between the legislature, the executive and the 
judiciary. All these factors are defined in every country's constitution. 
They are essential, since their definition and specification if necessary “or 
the smooth functioning of any state‘s administration. Just like other 
countries, Muslim naticas, too, meed to make fundamental decisions about such 
affairs with the advice and consent of all elements of the nation, so that 
every community and agency of the government knows whet its duties, 
limitations, powers, jurisdiction and responsibilities are and performs its 
tole in the light of those factors. Inthe light of centries of experien-e, 
the method of adopting written constitutions has become a universal practice. 
The first prioricy of any nation attaining independence is to draft 2 
constitution. When the British finally decided to grant independence to 
India, they first form:lated a legislative assembly and all the parties of 
India participated fully in its election. 


Tne significance cf tne constitution can be seen in the fact that a section of 
the plan outlined by the cabinet's mission for transferring power to India was 
opposed by Pundit Jawsharial Nehru. He said that he would go to the 
legislative assewbiy without edhering to the zonal scheme. As soon as he 
declared that, Quaid-e-Azam, toc, started reviewing his decision to accept 

the plan proposed by the cabinet mission. The matter was then sent to the 
British Government for a final decision and it pronounced Quaid~e-Azam's 


13 











interpretation correct. However, since the British Government did not agree 
to act on the logical results of its own decision, Quaid-e-Azam withdrew 

his decision to approve the plan. Why did he take such a big step? He did 
so simply because Pandit Nehru severely damaged the structure out. ined by 

the cabinet mission for India's future constitution and political system. 
Quaid-e-Azem was right in sensing the danger that the new constitution formed 
by the assembly would not fully adhere to the plan approved by him. Thus, in 
view of possible danger regarding one part of the constitution, Quaid-e-Azam 
reversed his former decision. 


This incident shows the significance of the constitution and why it is regarded 
as sacred. The Holy Koran undoubtedly is the constitution for Muslims. 
Although it does contain ali those mandatory guiding principles and basic 
teachings acted on by any Muslim state, it is clear that che structure of 
government, the allotment of rights and duties between government organs and 
state branches and the iastructions for particular problems of a specific 
era cannot be found in the Holy Koran, nor is it the objective of the Holy 
horap to clarify such things. 


Something happened long ago but it is linked with a matter currently under 
discussion. A close and trustworthy advisor of the current president of 
the country, Mr A. K. Brohi, himself said in Pakistan's first legislative 
assembly that any person who says that the constitution can be found in the 
Holy Koran must show it to him and he would give him a reward of 5,000 
rupees. His aim was not to negate the fact that the Koran provides guiding 
principles to an Islamic state but that in the modern era, most of the affairs 
and problems discussed by the constitution of a state are not mentioned in 
the Holy Koran. Such matters have to be resolved in the light of every 
nation's and country's specific history, geography, resources and social 
conditions. From this viewpoint, Mr Brohi's statement was true. 


We are not unaware of the tragedies that struck Pakistan's constitution- 
making. The historic context in which the 1973 constitution was formed has 
given it a special significance. After the fall of Dacca, this was actually 
the first clear declaration stating that the Pakistani nation could survive 
and form the country's structure to the satisfaction of all its provinces. 
Pakistanis breathed a sigh of great relief on the approval of this 
constitution. Now if the demand to reinstate and revive this constitution 
is made again, the underlying feeling is that with the annulment of that 
covenant those problems which under extremely difficult conditions were 
resolved in the constitution will recur. It is also feared that it might 
not be easy to form another agreeable constitution, which is essential for 
the country and the nation and is highly acclaimed by the people. There is 
nothing wrong in proclaiming the constitution as sacred. If the word 
"sacred" annoys someone, then he can refer to the constitution as “respected.” 
Nevertheless, it must not be regarded as a mere piece of paper or rag that 
belongs in the waste basket. Mentioning the grandeur and importance of 

a constitution does not necessarily negate the dignity and holiness of the 
Koran. Moreover, this is the constitution that has been approved by the 
Islamic scholars of all schools of thought. If this constitution requires 
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further amendment tc make it more Islamic, go ahead with it. It is not 
essential, however, to prove first that a constitution is not a revelation. 
Please do maintain its respect and whatever amendment to it yuu consider 
essential; do present it to the nation. if it is beneficial and widely 


approved, it will be self-sustaining. 
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PAKISTAN 


ALL.-PARTY CONVENTION COULD BE PRELUDE TO END OF MARTIAL LAW 
Kairachi JANG in Urdu 27 Feb 82 p 1, 12 


[Text] Karachi, 26 Feb (Staff Reporter)--Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, leader 
of the defunct Pakistan Democratic Party, said the only way to resolve the 
crisis facing the country is to call a convention of all the political parties 
as soon as possible and reach an accord on holding general elections. 
Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan stated this in an interview published by the daily 
JANG of Lahore in the magazine section of its Friday issue. He said that 

with the inauguration of the convention, the way leading to democracy would 
become easier. In reply to a question, he said that at this time Russian 
soldiers have taken Afghanistan and as a result of their aggression more chan 
2 million Afghan refugees have already come to Pakistan. He said that since 
Mrs Indira Gandhi became prime minister of India for the second time, tension 
with that country has increased. Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, he 
said, always abstained from voting against the Russian stand on the 
Afghanistan question, in defiance of the resolutions passed by the overwhelming 
majority of the members of the UN organization of nonaligned nations. Under 
such circumstances, due to lack of representative organizations in the country 
and restrictions on political activities, no actions can be taken against 

the dangers arising from external aggression, nor at this time of such crisis 
can world organizations believe that the ruling party enjoys the confidence 
of the people. The truth is that the ma.cial law government, during its 
5-year period, has not been able to solve a single domestic problem. We 
believe that these external conditions demand that the sooner a representative 
government is formed, the better, because only a whole nation united and 
imbued with the eincere desire for sacrifice can stand against a superpower. 
No individual, no matter how strong or capable, can maintain presence of mind 
under such circumstances if he lacks the support of the people. When asked 
about coordination with the People's Party, he said that if a decision could 
be made to work with Mr Bhutto after making all sacrifices for the sake of 
holding elections, he did not see why it would not be possible to work with 
the People's Party or its chairperson, Begum Bhutto. He said that as a matter 
of principle, it was wrong to take any exception to the formation of the 
Movement for Restoration of Democracy with the help of the People’s Party. He 
said that the most important issue facing the country at the moment was to 
unite the people, and he said that it was a matter of great satisfaction 

that in spite of all the restrictions imposed by the government on the 





16 





activities of the political parties and political gatherings, all of the 
political leaders were in complete agreement that the 1973 constitution 

should be restored and that power should be transferred to the people hrough 
general elections. What made matters much worse was that even the political 
leaders who struggled for the independence of the sub-continent, participated 
in the movement for the establishment of Pakistan and, after its establishment, 
worked untiringly to uphold democratic traditions are prohibited from meeting 
with one another. Despite all these restrictions, all political parties, 
irrespective of their affiliations with the left, right or center, are 
unanimously agreed on these principles. 
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PAKISTAN 


POLICE FAIL TO HALT CRIMINAL ACTIVITY, LOSE PUBLIC CONFIDENCE 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 7 Mar 82 p 3 
[Editorial: “Three Thousand Proclaimed Criminals"] 


[Text] There are 3,000 hardcore criminals in Karachi. This was disclosed 

by the deputy martial law administrator [DMLA] in a meeting of the crime 
control committee. He said that the current campaign ageinst antisocial 
elements has been initiated to eradicate this evel, and, to assist the civil 
administration, martial law officers have been appointed at the district 

and sub-divisional levels. The DMLA stressed to the members of the crime 
control committee the need to cooperate with the administration to single out 
the antisocial elements so that the people can enjoy peace of mind. In this 
regard, he also emphasized the importance of the full cooperation of the 
public to help uncover the criminals. He gave assurance that the names of the 
citizens furnishing information would be kept secret. 


A vigorous campaign against antisocial elements and professional criminals 

is under way in Karachi, Sind Province and the entire country with the hope 
that this effort will produce better results. At this point, however, the 
citizens are forced to contemplate where these 3,000 declared criminals 

came from. Why did the police not take steps earlier to arrest them? It 

is virtually impossible that such a large number of known criminals could have 
been terrorizing the city without the knowledge of the police and that law 
enforcement authorities were utterly helpless. The second thing to ponder 

is whether the police are unable to er: ablish peace and harmony in the city 
without the cooperation and assistance of the army. For how long will the 
martial law authorities continue to provide support to the police? If the 
police cannot function independently, there is no need for this white 
elephant. The people's main complaint against “he police is that they do not 
try to eradicate crime; instead, the criminals and their dens grow and 
flourish under the patronage of the police. The police take action oniy 

when the « -tuation gets out of control and the news media yell all over. if 
the police continue to act in this way, people will soon be compelled to regard 
them as an unnecessary institution. It has also been observed that whenever 
a campaign is launched against the antisocial elements, many innocent people 
become the victims of arrest and apprehension, as a result of which the 

law enforcement authorities are deprived of the citizens’ sympathy. Why is 
it that the criminals are not arrested by the police but many innocent 
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people are imprisoned? It was sensible of the DMLA to teil people to provide 
the authorities with leads to the criminals and promise that their names would 
not be disclosed. If the government launches a campaign against the antisocial 
elements seriousiy, with the cooperation of the public, there is no reason why 
this move would prove unsuccussful, since our society will never be prepared 
to give refuge to criminals. The fundamental need for this achievement, 
however, is to gain the confidwnce and cooperation of the people. 
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PAKISTAN 


SUDDEN INCREASE IN ARRESTS SHOWS POLICE INEFFICIENCY, RAISES SUSPICIONS 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 2@ Feb 82 p 3 
[Editorial: “Arrest of Criminals" 


[Text] The nationwide police campaign against subversive elements has been 
widened; in Lahore alone, more than 2,000 criminals have been arrested in 
the past 48 hours and arrests continue to be made. According to newspaper 
reports, mre than a thousand persons of ill repute have been jailed. 
Earlier, 528 entisocial elements were arrested in Karachi. In the past few 
weeks, a large number of subversives has been arrested in all parts of the 
country, and a large quantity or arms and subversive literature was found as 
well. It is not known what the pamphlets were about and whether they were 
printed inside the country or brought from outside. As far as the arrest of 
subversive elements is concerned, every patriotic Pakistani is in favor of 
bringing them under control but the arrest of large numbers of thieves and 
criminals in the present campaign leaves a rankling suspicion. One wonders 
why such a large number of criminals remained immune from the police up tiil 
now. Crime has soared dangerously in the country in the last few months. 
Were the high-level police officials ignorant of the state of affairs? The 
criminals did not appear overnight. Why were they tclerated for such a long 


time and allowed to disturb the peace and tranquility of law-abiding citizens? 


This campaign thus does not create reassurance in the effectiveness of the 
police but rather focuses attention on their inefficiency. Police officials 


have been known to show their prowess during "crime week." All we want to say 


is that criminals should not be given such latitude. Such widespread arrests 
in 2 days show neglect of duty by the police. Police officials should take 
nove of the situation and try to remedy it. 
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PAKISTAN 


ARTICLE DEPLORES CORRUPTION, UNBRIDLED POWER OF POLICE 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 4 Mar 82 p 5 
[Article by Abdul Qadir Hassan: "SHO 1981") 


[Text] SHO, or the Station House Officer, called “thanedar"” in Urdu, is 
considered an unofficial or, because of the government uniform, an official 
king of the area. I am not sure which title I should use to describe hin 
since none seems to be fancy enough toe make him happy so that he uses his 
unlimited power and privilege to protect us and other common people in his 
area. 


The need to pay homage to the lofcy cffice of the station house officer is 
prompted by a news item. Since this news item was circulated by the police 
department itself, I have become brave enough to write a column about it. 
Otherwise, there was no room for a commoner like me to write about the highiy 
privileged and powerful officers. This news item tells us that a common 
citizen named Allab Rakha complained that the SHO of one of Lahore's famous 
police stations, Batti, has acquired property worth 10 million rupees in 1 
year. This automatically makes lim (the SHO) the “Police Officer of ‘8i.” 
May God justify the faith cf this Allah Rakha and protect him as his name 
literally means Protected by God, because actually I am worrted about Allah 
Rakha since he has challenged the invincible emperor of this world. He 

might get some “attention” from other SHO's aud his name must have been added 
to the list of antipolice people. Amyone who is on this list is sure to lose 
his peace and quiet in this world. 


The police department is headed by a deputy superintendent (DSP) and an 
assictant superintendent of police (ASP) in each sub-district. A super- 
intendent of police rules at the district level and the deputy inspector 
general (DIG) is in charge at the division level. Lahore, however, also 
has an inspector general and the home secretary [of the Ministry of Interior] 
who is responsible for the administration of police affairs in the whole 
state. If a police officer is carrying out corrupt practices in the mst 
notorious police precinct in Lahore and the officer there does not know 
anything about it, all we can do is quote the adage, "Nearer the church, 
farther from God." Now this Allah Rakha, may his tribe increase, has tried 
tc bring church and God together. 
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Like any police station in a big city, Lahore's police stations are also "for 


sale" and the most expensive police station in Lahore is Batti because Heera 
Mandi (a well-known brothel market) is within its jurisdiction. It is because 
of Heera Mandi that the Batti statiou is so aluable. Long ago, the monthly 
rate for Batti police station was 40,000 rupees. This rate, however, has 
increased with inflation. Not only do local criminals thrive in the Batti 
area but people practicing illegal professions in other areas of the country 
also visit here for fun and recreation. During the reign of the last 
government, this police station had become a center of attention. A member 
and the chief whip of the national parliament used to visit here regularly. 
Several other members of the parliament were a]so such regular visitors to 
this police station that once I commented that the national parliament should 
have its sessions there every night as it was much easier to obtain the 
required quorum there. The earstwhile government did not like my comments. 
Anyhow, I was wrong in suggesting that this pulice staticn be the venue of 
parliamentary sessions since the speaker of the B-use did not visit it. My 
neck was saved by the fact that my suggestions were not in compliance with 
parliamentary procedure. 


A senior police officer believes that an SHO should not take bribes since, 
besides his regular salary, he is entitled to all the fringe benefits that 
are provided by unsavory elements of the area. These favors are not 
considered bribes but are accepted as a tradition and are enough for an SHO 
to live nicely. This police officer added that any SHO can live in the lap 
of luxury within his salary and these traditional gifts and still serve 
people justiy. The old adage that "power corrupts and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely" was never truer. The SHO always enjoyed absolute power. 
This power has increased during the recent period of subversion when he was 
given the power to lock up anyone he wanted, release them at will or accept 
money from them. 


Here is an example of how interested these police officers in their jobs. 
Recently, a woman's body was found in Lahcre. I called several police 
officers and left my name, address and phone number with them asking them 
to call me for available information, but none of them called be back. Now 
it seems that the case has been buried along with the body of the weman. 


I would like to close with the comment that these days each SHO owns a 
personal car and uses a retired clerk for his office work, since he does 

not know his own job. His qualifications are zero and his privileges 
iimitless and the results are obvious. I want to thank that police officer 
and also praise him for his guts to register a case against the SHO of Batti. 
May God protect him along with Allah Rakha. This police officer will protect 
me and the area I live in from the wrath of the SHO of Batti. I need his 
name and address so I can contact him in an emergency. 
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PAKISTAN 


EDITORIAL CRITICIZES PEOPLE WHO HELP GET CRIMINALS RELEASED 
Tahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 4 Mar 82 p 5 
[Edirorial: “Difference Between the Oppressed and the Oppressor"} 


[Text] Despite several arrests of criminals and antisocial elements in 

Sind and Punjab, incidents of atrocity are still prevalent. ‘There was even a 
strike in Shah Alam market recently to demonstrate against all these criminal 
activities. A strange development has come to our notice in this process. 
Whenever a criminal is arrested it is the people with influence who come 
forward to post bond for his release and thus some of the criminals who were 
arrested in Lahore were freed, though there were some restrictions on the 
movements of those released. Here we do not know how to separate the oppressed 
from the oppressor. When antisocial elements and criminals are arrested to 
protect the veople, it is those people who run to help with bail and get them 
out of jail. Perhaps these people are afraid that when the criminals are 
released later they will come to take revenge on them. Also, some well-healed 
people want these unsavory elements free so they can use them to oppress 

their opponents. Both of these situations are unhealthy for society. 
Everytime such arrests are made therefore, time should be allowed to settle 
things down. If this is not done, the work of law enforcement agencies will 
become very complicated. 
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PHILIPPINES 


POSSIBLE EFFECTS OF SDPPOSITION UNITY EXAMINED 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 27-28 Feb 82 p 4 
{[Articie by Danny M. Gonzales} 


[Text] Today, the top opposition leaders of the country wili meet in Metro 
Maniln to forge a unity agreement that is expected to give the oppositionists 
in the country a badly needed shot in the arm. For after the “overwhelming 
win" of the KBL's candicate, President Marcos in the last presidential elec- 
tions, the leaders of the opposition were mostly disgusted, discouraged, and 
disappointed. There general feeling was one of hcrelessness. 


Persistent Ones 


Luckily, there were oppositionists who had strong hearts. They did not give 
up. Instead, they persisted in convincing big opposition leaders to join 
hancs and form a political party, one that is national in scope. Thus, not 
long ago, a new national party was born in Cebu--the Pilipino Democratic Par~ 
ty, better known as PDP. 


Stronger Ties 


However, the coming Saturday affair will further bolster the strencth of the 
opposition. For the unity pact will now include leaders from PDP, LABAN, the 
Unido, the NP and LP--perhaps, even some other minor political aggrupations 
that must now be included in order to form a truly massive and strong opposi- 
tion group that. hopefully, can do political battle against the forces of the 
well-entrenched <BL supoorters. 


Biz Names 


On Saturday's yathering, there will be big names. Like Lorenzo Tanada of 
LABAN, who is now honorary chairman of PDP, forser President Diosdadin Macapa- 
gal, Senator Saivador Lavrel, and several others. These personalities will 
briny to “ne new united group unquestioned leadership and credibility. Thus, 
the new agorupation they will form is expected to attract many suprorcers and 
followers. 








The Hope 


Is the emerging opposition group the long-awaited hepe for a possible change 
of administration? A iot of on-position sympathizers love to think suv. for 
they have grown tired of hearing about several opposition groupings. They 
have long been disgusted of the situation characterized by a fragmented oppo- 
sition. The groupings have come together as one. The Saturday affair will be 
nothing but a formality. The question now is how much hope this new political 
force carries with it to lift the spirits of the segment of the pcorulation 
that has become disenchanged «ith the opposition, and given up hcpe of the re- 
emergence of the opposition as a political power to replace the Marcos-backed 
KBL. 


Time Will Tell 


That the new gicuping is a formidable one, nec one can denv. But how effective 
it will be in the days to come, only time will tell. One factor that will de- 
termine its success or failure is how the crganizaticn can function smoothly 
without devaloping disgruntled elements within its fold. 


Hope for the Best is 
At the moment, the thing to do is hope for the best. For so long, Philippine 
Oppesition had been getting the bad side of the political bargain. The odds 
are still against it. But it's heartening to note that it has once more ac- 
quired a new vigor and a stronger will to go on fighting. As in boxing, the 
supporters’ hope is that the Opposition will, one of these days, throw a lucky 
political punch. 


Wotes... 


Cesar Escosa, chairman of the board of Ports & Transport Operatcrs, Inc. or 
Portrans, is complaining on the Ministry of Labor and Employment‘s foot-drag- 
ging on his request for a grant of rrovisional permit to recruit workers for 
work abroad. The MLE should act on the metter with dispatch. it's either 
Portrans gets the permit or not. The important thing is that this issue is 
settled soonest. But Portrans should, in the meanwhile, stop recruiting 
workers. The fact is, it still has MOT secured the needed permit, so it has 
me business recruiting people for work--not even to enter into work contracts 
with firms abroad. This is my objective view of the matter.... 
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PHILIPPINES 


MARCOS ‘LEGEND’ SIATEMENTS VIEWED 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in Enclish 27-28 Feb 82 pp 1, 13 
[Article by Mariano M. Florido, Former CFI Judge] 


[Text} The legend weaves around the birth of a superman on September 11, 

1917, an Ilocano, considered, according to his biojrapher, the hardest-work- 
ing, the thriftiest, the most prolific, the most literate, the best educated 
and the most “middle class” of ali the myriad variations of Filipinc tribes. 


The legend went further. It says: “Ethnically he is a Malay. But he has an 
impish dimple in his left cheek, a roguish flash of laughter in his eyes 
along with glints of cruel steel, an intellectuai depth cf countenance that. 
sets him off from most Filipinos, as does his voice which is baritone in a 
nation of trebles. In 2 nation of gamblers and pleasure-seekers, Marcos 
makes no wagers and is happiest when reading a book in his own house. He 
neither smokes nor drinks. In a culture addicted to graft ard ccerruption, he 
has a reputation as an honest man, both personally and politically. Among 
people who are esentially lazy, Marcos is ae dynamo." 


A legend is a marvelous story handed down from early times. But no legend, 
so far, has been accepted as such, when it carries insulting innuendos 
against the Filipinos or against an entire nation. The legend that Marcos 
was has degenerated into a myth. 


With all the larger-than-life picture woven around the Marcos legend anyone 
can imagine him as the fittest man for the Philippine presidency which means 
that around him are a happy and properous people in a happy and prosperous 
country. 


The fittest man for the presidency could not have created a revolutionary si- 
tuation: could not have panicked into declaring martial rule for flimcy rea-~ 
sons or imaginary rebellion or suoversion: be could not have allowed the 
erozion of freedom in a dictatorsaiip which lasted for more than eight years 
among ethnic Malay population as peace-loving as they are gambiers and plea- 
sure-seekers. 


Are the Filipincs comfortable under his sixteen years in power? The President 
can answer this question without offending any ideology. Speaking of mass 














poverty under his rule, he asked: What is the use of individual integrity 
in a hovel? Does he not believe that no man can be free, or has a right to 
be free, until he has become comfortable? 


We believe in some of Marcos’ idealism that social and economic democracy must 
be realized now. We believe in his citation that Athenian democracy was con- 
ceived for the purpose of producing free men living in a free society. But 
idealism on paper alone is not the solution to the sorry mess of our daily 
lives and the grave problems of the nation. 


With ali his awesome powers can he not stop graft end corruption among his 
cronies? Can he not restore the freedoms that we have lost during his dicte- 
torship? Can he not restore the rule of law by upholding the independence of 
the judiciary? 


In his book, TODAY'S REVOLUTION: DEMOCRACY, he says: “I believe that in cur 
precarious democracy, which tends towards an cligarchy because of the power of 
the wealthy few over the impoverished poor, there rernins a bright hope for a 
radical and sweeping change without the risk of violence.” 


The oligarchy of the rich and the wealthy few over the impoverished poor which 
compose 85% of our population is not the only risk of a violent revolution. 
There is always the greater risk of violence in the deprivation of freedom for 
we have been accustomed to fredom from the Spanish times to the American re- 
Sime, and until Marcos declared martial rule. 


Marcos calis for a united opposition, contrary to what he feels, because 

that, to his, provides a soothing effect on the nation's soul after the trauma 
inflicted by martial rule. He even calls for the return of Aquino. Why 
should Aquino return only to be imprisoned again, or, perhpas, executed? Or 
was it not the understanding between him and President Marcos that he should 
not return, thus removing a sharpnel from Marcos’ heart? Thus, the legend 
becomes a myth. 
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MARCOS SEEN BEARING ‘HEAVY BURDEN’ 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 13-14 Mar 82 pp 1, ll 
{Article by Mariano M. Florido, Former CFI Judge] 


[Text] A change in the political leadership has been the battle-cry of those 
persistent voices of dissent from thoughtful citizens of this Republic. They 
cry for social change, for reforms in our government, for everything that 
spells as the only alternative to a possible bloody political and social 
upheaval. 


You hear the parsistent voices for a peaceful revolution in the wake of the 
country's worsening economic conditions. The people are now conscious of the 
stark realities of their social, economic and political life. They are in 
ferment. 


Those who were for the President years back are now his worst enemies. They 
cry against him now. Why? Because the President has ignored their plight. 
ft is true, as someone said, that e President has been issuing orders right 
and left, but these orders don't benefit the people. 


Take the case of sugar, a prime commodity even on the common man's table. The 
President, without hearing the people's side, raisea the price of domestic 
sugar (refined) from P3.30 a kilo to P4.15 per kilo; brown sugar, from P2.30 
to P3.10 per kilo. 


The people are mad at the government policy of increasing prices of prime com- 
modities. hey are not stupid. The government raises prices of anything when 
the raising is good, but never lowers them when the lowering is justified by 
prices in the world market. Why did President Marcos not order the lowering 
of gasoline prices when said prices are lowered at the source? Is this an- 
other way of building up the oligarchy of the rich at the expense of the inm- 
poverished poor? 


Take the case of copra whose price has been traditionally considered by busi- 

nessmen as the barometer of the country's economy. The price of copra has 

dropped again. The President knows that a drop in the price of copra reduces 

the buying power of farmers, depriving them of the bare necessitins of life 

and even the education of their children. / 
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In the political field, the bright boys of the President are proposing a bar- 
angay election by consensus. The Metro Manila, and majority of the Philippine 
electorate, demand a direct voting. The people are mad at the President be- 
cause they believe that ancther rigged election is coming. When will this 
country have a clean, honest and orderly election? 


Graft and Corruption should be the headline of our daily newspapers. Hardly 
had we heard of continuing graft and corruption at the Ministry of Pablic 
Highways and other departments of covernment when we heard of graft and 
fraud at the AFP. Medical and dental equipment valued at P30.9 million are 
gathering dust in Fort Bonifacio since they were delivered three months ago. 
They were overpriced, according to news reports, at about P13.9 million. 


No President of the Philippines had been burdened with the problem of graft 
and corruption as President Marcos. This, in spite ot the fact that in his 
1965 and 1969 inaugural addresses, he stressed on eradicating this problem. 


The weicht om the shoulders of President Marcos is heavy. It is heavier now 
because the President is surrounded by “boys” and cronies who should be his 
worst enemies because they have done nothing but misbehaved to destroy the 
President's image here and abroad. 


The President cannot blame anybody put himself. When he declared Martial 
Law, he proclaimed that "I shall govern the nation and direct the operation 
ef the entire government." When he said that, he assumed all the powers of 
government--the executive, the lecisiative and judicial powers. He made him- 
self a one-man ruler of one of the most papulous nations in Southeast Asia. 
He assumed the burdens of the Presidency knowing it was a heavy one. 


The President has himself to blame. He was young then, perhaps, but he is 
Old now and sickly. He is not made of impervious steel. He is flesh and 
blood like all of us. The spirit is strong, but the flesh is now weak. At 
the sunset of his career, the urge becomes obviour. He wants to throw off 
this heavy burden now, if he can, without being “swallowed by the tiger.” 
The presidency is like riding a tiger. You have to continue riding or be 
swallowed. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MARCOS RULE TERMED MONARCHY 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 20-21 Mar 82 ppl, 13 
[Article by Mariano M. Florido, Former CFI Judge] 


{Text] On the eve o* his birthday in 1979, President Marcos announced to the 
Filipino people a complete return to political normalcy that includes the 
holding of local elections and the abolition of the interim Batasang Pambanse 
to give way to 4 permanent constitutional parliamentary body. 


The announcement. was a vacue political move to give relief to millions of 
Filipinos who clamored for a return of the system of government that we had 
under the 1935 Constitution. The holding of local or national elections, 
without the unconditicnal quarantee that the elections would be free, honest, 
order)y and peaceful cannot satisfy the longings of the people for a return to 
normalcy. 


Considering the fact that the presidential announcement was made after the 
Archbishop of Manila, Cardinal Sin, issued a warning of the possibility of 
civil war breaking out unless the President starts the normalization process, 
the Presicent's assurance was a clever use of language to deceive the people. 


Even after the so-called lifting of Martial Law and the holding of a national 
elections last year, President Marcos has reserved power under the amendments 
that allow him to exercise dictatorial rule. The Batasang Pambansa is a puppet 
parliamezt. It has done nothing but to serve as mirions of a very powerful 
President. 


The President wants to revamp the judiciary to destroy its time-honored inde- 
pendence. The Batasan, being a service dependent, passes a law to suit the 
President’s desire. The Supreme Court declares the law constitutional despite 
the opinions of many legal luminaries that the law was violative of the con- 
stitutional provirion regarding the tenure of office of members of the judici- 
ary. Now, more than 1600 judges are jobless, including several thousands more 
employes of the courts. 


The judiciary, the so-calied last bulwark of our liberties, weakened by so 
many assaults against its independence from executive control, is breaking 
apert. And when this edifice falls, you can have nothing without an indepen- 
dent ju- left of the rule of law, fo diciary, there can be no rule of law. 
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After all these many years, when the ordinary citizens expect that President 
Marcos, in the face of the sunset of his life, might loosen his grip of all 
the powers of government, the President continues to clutch tightly on the 
robes of authority. He is the supreme ruler of the 48 million Filipinos. 
His word is law. He has prepared everything, the Constitution included, in 
order to perpetuate him and his family in power forever. 


Our Constitution does not provide a successor to the Presidency in case of 

the President:'s death or incapacity. There is no Vice-President in the Con- 
stitution te succeed him. There is, however, a ridiculous provision regarding 
the Executive Conmittee who will act as a board of regents for a temporary 
take-over of the government. But, there is no single person to succeed him 
immediately upon demise. Why? Pecause the next successir of President Marcos 
is a member of his immediate family--his wife Imelda or his son. 


Imelda has been long prepared for the Presidency. The President has given 
her jobs, tough assignments, wide exposures here and abroad, a seat in the 
United Nations General Assembly, an ambassadorship extraordinary which no 
other former Presidents or even heads of state in history has done. Imelda 

is now considered one of the most popular figures in world diplomacy. She has 
been meeting with potentates in many lands. She has tackled several missions 
for the President, both political and economic, let alone social engagements. 


Four days ago, Imelda declared to foreign correspondents in a three—hour in- 
terview at the Manila Hotel that her government positions are coterminus with 
that of her hushand. 


“when he steps down, I, too, will step down." Clear words in clear language 
but with hidden meanings. Why did she have to say that? 


Can President Marcos allow anyone to succeed him other than his wife? I be- 
lieve that under the Marcosian theory of government, an authoritarian ruler 
must continue the rule with the nearest kin manning the post. What Imelda 
says is the opposite of what she wants. 
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POSSIBLE SUCCESSORS TO MARCOS ASSESSED 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 1 Mar 82 p 4 
[Articie by Danny M. Gonzales! 


[Text] All the while, we've been engrossed in the question of who will most 
likely succeed President Marcos as head of state. We in the opposition were, 
and still are, inclined to believe that he will be an opposition leader--as- 
suming that the elections will be free and orderly again. Perhaps, we were 
bias in our thinking in limiting the possibilities to opposition leaders. 

For within the administration party, there are also materials (some even good) 
for leadership. 


The Personalities 


Let's try to analyze this matter by picking at random the KBL personalities 
who have the makings of a leader. Foremost in the list is no less than the 
First Lady, Imelda Marcos. As wife of Mr. Marcos, she is known to wield much 
power and influence. Thus, like her husband, she also counts with a lot of 
following. And the ambition of leading this republic is just as intense a 
Gesire as her husband's. 


Enrile 


Then, there's the ever smart Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile. As top 
leader of the military~-next to the Commander in Chief--Enrile is, no doubt, 
a leader. Despite his repeated protestations of lack of interest in becoming 
No. 1, I'm sure he won't object to being it if his followers and the people 
decide that he should be there. He’s definitely among those considered to 
take the place of Mr. Marcos. 


Orle 


Of course, another bright quy in the Marcos circle is Labor Minister Blas Ople. 
As chief propagandist of President Marcos during elections, Ople is among the 
followers of Mr. Marcos with 4 promise for political leadership. A champion 
of labor, he enjoys the built-in advantage of being known to the masses and 
even predicted part of their support. 





Ver anc| Ramos 


Arong the military men, two names always creep into the picture on the ques- 
tion of leadership-~-Gen. Fabian Ver anc Gen. Fidel Ramos. Ver, as protector 
of the lives of the First Family, is no doubt a favorite of the Marcoses and 
could well be trusted with power. But Ramos looms as a dark horse. Always 

assuminc a low profile, Ramos has succeeced in painting for himself an image 
of decency and efficieucy. That's why he's the favorite of the Americans to 
take over. 


Virata 


Talking of low profiles, Prime Minister Cesar Virata should not be missed. 
Although he's now in the limciight considering his high position in the gov- 
ernment, this diminutive and silent technocrat, like Ramos, is an American 
favorite. He aiso has the makings of a leader, although he doesn't show to 
the public the desire to be so. 


Several Others 


Of course, there are several others in the Marcos administration that could 
well be the next presidential bat of the KBL. However, in a clean and honest 
elections--their logistics and power notwithstanding--I wonder how they ill 
fare with opposition candidates like Ninoy Aquino and Ravl Manglapus, the 
frontrunners among opposition leaders who are most likely to become presin- 
detial bets. 
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PENALIZINC ELECTION BOYCOTTERS DEPLORED 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 15 Mar 82 p 4 
[Article by Danny M. Gonzales) 


[Text] As I pointed out here yesterday, the Marces administration has taken 
lightly the people's right to suffrage. Thus, in more than one occasion, 
there was mockery of our elections. As a result, the people lost faith and 
confidence in our electoral processes. This tregic development found massive 
expression in the last presidential election when millions cf qualified voters 
boycotted it--desite the much-publicized threats brandished by government 
intimidators. 


Baranoay Election 


Perhaps, thinking that the oposition croups will boycott again the forthcom- 
ing barangay elections, the Malacanang bright hoys have come up with a two- 
pronged move. This consists of the naw controversial election-by-consensus 
bill of the notorious KBL election tactician Leonardo Perez and the filing of 
charese against the boycotters. Bright idea, as usual. There's a reserved 
scheme to justify the political exercise--evn if there's a boycott. But just 
to be sure, it has to be accompanied with a threatening club--the badge of 
shame that this regime is well known for. 


Example 


Among others, facing Comelec charges for boycotting the iast presidential 
election are Cagayan de Oro Vice Mayor Pablo Magtajas. FKagawads Rodecric Vil- 
laroya, Guilermo Parrel, Cecilio Pepito, and Jose Ahbu. Thus, the leaders of 
the Pilipino Democratic Party (? D P), namely: Tomy Cuenco of Cebu, Tente 
Quintero of Tacloban City, Felix Rengal of Tzgbilaran City, and Orlando Fua of 
Siquijor have expressed support for the Cagayan de Oro officials and denounced 
the Comelec action as a case of harassment. 


Fvident 


It’s evident that the moves to prosecute the boyoutters of the last presiden- 
tial election are intended to prevent another boycott of the coming barangay 
elections. Indeed, why did it take the Coiwelec quite a period of time before 








they conld go after the boycotters? Why only now when another election is 
forthcoming? The reason is obvious, the intent unmistakable. 


Adding Injury 


Most readers are familiar with the expression “adding insult to injury,” Well, 
the running after of the Marcos minions of election boycoters is a case of 
“adding injury to insult.” In the last presidential election, the way it 
would be conducted and the outcome having been known in advance, it was an 
insult to force the electorate to vote--and be made unwilling participants in 
the political zarzuela. > charge the very same people--who simply chose not 
to violate the dictates of their conscience--is to cause an injury after the 
insult! 


A Perversion 


The very officiais who, through political shenanigans, mace the people lose 
their faith and confidence in their sacred right to vote, are now qoing after 
these disenchanted people, penalizing them for non-participation in a sham--a 
farce. How long can the people take this clear abuse of their rights and 
privileges? How soon they will react, if at ali, we cannot be certain. How- 
ever, what is happening in the country today is a perversion that only history 
will judge. 

















PHILIPPINES 


GOVERNMENT'S INTENTIONS IN BARANGAY ELECTIONS QUESTIONED 
Ceb:: City VISAYAN HERALD in English 13-14 Mar 82 p 4 
[Article by Danny M. Gonzales] 


[Text] Here we go again. The people are once more made to exercise their so- 

called right to choose in an election. This will be in the forthcoming baran- 

gay elections. But what has been our experience as far as elections under the 

martial law regime are concerned? All of us know. And there is no need to 

belabor this matter with further explanation on how the people's will was 

frustrated by the shenanigans of the political bright boys of Malacanang. : 


Another Election 


New comes another election. This is for the choice of barangay officials. 

But will this be truly an election in the strict serse of the word? There is 
a possibility that it will not be so. Richt now, there are moves to do now the 
choice of barangay officials via the so-called consensus. 


Public Hearing 


Come to think of it, a public hearing will be made. Well and good. And I can 
only hope that said public hearing will really hear the people's voice. That 
those conducting it will act in accordance with the people's wishes--not ac- 
cording to what they think jis convenient. 


Let's Copose It 


Thus, peovle who still think that political sanity can be resotred to our 
electoral processes should take time out of their respective activities, and 
make their voices heard during the public hearing that will be heard here. 
There's still time to do it. Perhaps, if the objections are loud enough, the 
representatives of the government will desist from their plans to alter the 
traditional way of electing cur leaders. 


A Mockery 


As we all know, people in power have made a mockery of our elections. To in- 
troduce another method of choosing people for barangay leadersnip is to 
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further make a mockery of the people's right to suffrage. Why must new and 
unfamiliar ways be resorted to by people iin the administration? Are they do- 
iny it to insure that they perpetuate themselves in power? 


Enough is Enough 


Eneugh is eaough--as the expression goes. The people know what this adminis- 
tration is up ts». With this realization--that the administration is incapable 
of fairness in an electoral fight--we can only wonder why they still have to 
hold elections. indeed, why waste time, money, and effort of peopie’ They 
don't want to be deprived of power? So be it. But thev shculd not yo 
through the motion of making the people believe that they will hold an elec- 
tion so that they can express their true choice of their barangay leaders. 


An Opportunity 


The administration bright boys should look at the coming barangay elections 
not as a chance to perform ancther election macic, but as an opportunity to 
recover the people‘s faith and confidence in our electoral processes. That's 
if the administration boys care to earn back their lost credibility. However, 
I can only wonder if these bright boys could proceed with this thought--even 
if they want to. For we all know that they have lords and masters to consult 
on whether or not it is already time to be fair with the people. 
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BARANGAY ELECTIONS TERMED FARCE 
Cebu City VISAYAN HER?LD in English 12 Mar 82 p 4 
{Article by Cerge M. Remonde] 


(Text) The Committee on Local Governments cf the Batasang Pambanse will con- 
duct a hearing on public the proposal to hold barangay #liections by consensus 
at the Great Han Palace at 2 p.m. today. 


Cebuanos would like to apprise the members of this august committee that they 
have little faith, if at all, in exercises like this. 


Cebuaneos have experienced that so-called public hearings under the present 
dispensation are not far diffexent from the "moro-mcros and comadias” of oid. 


The people have often-times discovered too late that government hearing offi- 
cers come with preconceived notions of the issues in point. They come to tel: 
the peopie, not hear them. 


Cebuanos can cite at ieast two cases in point. ‘The Local Water Urilities Ad- 
ministration (LWUA) came to hear the opinions of the Cebuanos on the hiked 
water rates now implemented by the Metropolitan Cebu Water District. 


In that hearing, Cebuvanos were vehement. in their objection to the new pricing 
scheme. LWUA heard this objection. However, it still approved the proposed 
water rates hike of the water district. 


Quite recently, the Board cf Energy came and conduct a public hearing on the 
proposal of the National Power Corp. to increase its power rates. 


All but the NPC officials objected to the proposal. However, the government 
has proceeded with the increases as planned. 


Now, there is another public hearing. Are the hearing officers here to iis- 
ten to the voice of the people and abide by it? Or are they here merely to 
fulfill procedural requirements, hence lending credibility to the institution 
of an already prefabricated law on barangay elections? 
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Cebuanos, however, will not wait fox the answers to those questions. They 
themselves have emulated their govermaent. They too have preconceived 
notions. 


Anyways, Cebuanos wili be there during the public hearing. We will be there 
to articulate our opposition against barangay elections by consensus. Our 
weal may fall on deaf ears, but we will deliver it, noping that, even for 
once, there will be sanity in this wretched system. 


it is up to tue Batasan sub-committee on local governments whether they will 
take the voice of the people into account on this issue or not. 


If they don't, as come government agencies did in the past, then so be it. 


But never again should they speak of government support. Hew could a people 
support an incredible, albeit unpopular, government? 
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VIRATA REPORTS ON VISIT TO SOUTH 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 15 Mar 82 pp l, 2 


[Text] Surigao City, March i4--Prime Minister Cesar FE. A. Virata today de- 
scribed his countryside barnstorming tour as “very enriching.” 


“It has afforded me actual opportunities to interact with the people, krow 
their problems and inform them about the government's socio-economic develop- 
ment program,” he told newsmen. 


The prime minister wound up to lay his two-day stay in Surigao city and Suri-~ 
gao del Norte, part of what he called familiarization visits. 


Previously, he was in the cities of Davao, Cagayan de Oro, Zamboanga ari Cota~- 
bato in Mindanao. 


Virata, who left today for Calbayog in Eastern Samar for another round of di- 
alogues with local officials, was accompanied by natural resources Minister 
Tecdoro Pena, industry and trade deputy minister Joey Leviste and Philippine 
Cuconut Authority chairman Rolando de la Cuesta. 


He said his visits have been spurred by the need to force closer links between 
the nationai and local government agencies in the planning, implementation and 
funding of development projects. 


He said that as Prime Minister and head of the executive committee, he was not 
merely relying on field reports for his decision-making process. 


“Because of these visits, there may be some probable adjustments in the imple- 
mentation of our projects in the field," he said. 


He cited the telecommunications industry whose linkage to the rural area is 
crucial in accelersting local and nationally-funded projects. 


He said he will seon dispatch a technical group to lake Mainit in Surigao del 
Norte to study the feasibility of tapping it as a source of hydro-electric 
power anc of irrigation for rice production. 


The move, he added, was in reaction to the proposal submitted by the 15-man 
economic development council of Surigao del Norte headed by Gov. Rolando 
Geotina. 
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Virata said the team will also look into the possibility of lowering the water 
level of the lake so that its banks can be planted to rice. 


On the coconut industry, the Prime Minister said the government strategy is 
to diversify its products and export markets. 


“We are doing this to protect the industry, specially the farmers, from the 
fluctuation of coconut prices in the world market," according to Virata. 


Earlier, de la Cuesta said that the PCA has just approved a contract with the 
Philippine National Oil Company for the delivery cf 60,000 tons of coconut oil 
for the country's coco-diesel program. 


The program involves the mixture of 20 per cent coconut oil and 80 per cent 
diesel. 


Also approved was the sale of 29,000 metric tons of cosonut oil to Russia. 


Virata said the country's edible coconut oil is facing stiff competition with 
soya beans of other countries. 


"Aside from Russia, we also intend to tap China and India as export market 
outlets of our coconut products,” he said. 


Virata said he had directed the PCA to intensify its inter cropping progrem in 
coconut producing regions in the country. 


The program, he said, calls for the planting of other cash crops under coconut 
trees to supplement the income of farmers. 
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QUINO MEETING WITH OPPOSITION VIEWED 


Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 17 Mar 82 p 4 
{Article by Danny M. Gonzales] 


[Text] As it is already well known, credible opposition leaders in the coun- 
try have gone abroad--to meet with Ninoy Aquion. Earlier, the venue of the 
meeting was said to be Hongkong. The final site was kept secret. Where the 
secret talks were held, only Aquino and the opposition leaders know. 


Happy Development 


The Aquino meeting with opposition leaders is a happy development in the eyes 
of opposition sympathizers. If anything, this shows renewed activity--thus 
renewed political vigor--on the part of the Philippine opposition. And the 
people are once more given hope that there will ultimately be a change. 


The Personalities 


Among the opposition leaders who went abroad are PDP Honorary Chairman Lorenzo 
Tanada, Doy Laurel, Soc Rodrigo, and Nene Pimentel~-among others. A cursory 
glance at the lineup will show that these men are credible opposition leaders. 
What they do bears watching. For they are the leaders that the people can be- 
lieve in. 


Subject Matter 

What could have been the subject matter of their talks? For sure, the talks 
covered a wide rance of topics. And foremost among them must be the political 
stratecv to adopt in order to effect a change in the governmental setup. One 
can only hope that the strategy they will agree upon is an effective one. 


Opposition Unity 


Most likely, the oprosition leadwrs must have also taken up the question of 
opposition unity. For the Philippine opposition has long been fragmented. 

And the experience in fragmentation proved costly to its cause and commitments. 
Thus, before they could hope to topple politically the reign’ng KBL adminis- 
tration, the opposition leaders must first tackle the problem of putting to- 
gether the opposition fragments. 





Ninoy*s Return 


Once the top opposition leaders are back with us, I expect news covering the 
much-ewaited return af Ninoy to the Philippines. Of course, decision on this 
matter rests on Ninoy. He will have to weigh things cver. How will such a 
return trip serve the cause of the opposition? This question, I'm sure, must 


have been taken up also by the opposition leaders with the opposition leader 
in exile. 


Developments Will Show It 


At any vate, whatever were taken up by our opposition leaders in their talk 
with Ninoy will somehow be known in the days to come. The political develop- 
ments that follow will show what their talks were all about. But how success- 
ful these developments will be, in favor of the opposition, will also show how 
brilliant are the new stratecies they have agreed upon to adopt. The value of 
the cpposition leaders’ meeting with Aquino is still to be seen. Be that as 
it may, the significant thing is that it is now clear that Ninoy is being 
looked up to by the more credible segment of our opposition leaders as the 

wo. 1 Pilipino opposition leader. For the honor, we can only hope thax Ninoy 
did not disappoint them by giving them an idea--one than can serve as step- 
ping stone towards this nation's longtime dream of a change for the better. 
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EXPROPRIATION OF 11,448-HECTARE ESTATE ORDERED 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 5 Mar 82 ppl, ll 


[Text] Manila, March 4 (PNA)--President Marcos today ordered the expropria- 
tion of the 11,448-hectare Tabacalera Estate in Isabela for distribution and 
resale to some 5,000 tenant-occupants and end the social unrest fomented by 
subversive agitators in the area. 


The President signed Executive Order No. 778 at the Maharlika Hall of Malaca- 
nang, in the presence of some 500 beneficiary farmers from the norther Luzon 
province. 


In order that the beneficiaries could immediately take over the lots that 
may be alloted to them, the President said he would fix the lot price by 
March 7. 


In the meantime, he ordered that a committee be formed to make the expropri- 
ated land an experimental area to raise productivity. 


Speaking in Ilocano, the President hit at the agitators who are fomenting 
social unrest among the farmers by undermining their faith in the government. 
He advised the farmers not to “permit the communist ideology” to mislead then. 


The expropriation of the haciendas, the President said, will disprove the agi- 
tators who “are trying to mislead you to fight those in authority.” 


The agitators, the President said, who take advantage of the people, especial- 
ly the unlettered ones, are the first to run and hide when trouble starts 
leaving the mislead ones to lend for themselves. 


He reiterated his pledge that he would use the power bestowed upon him by the 
people for their benefit and welfare. 
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GOVERNMENT SETS UP ®500-M NRDC 


PHILIPPINES 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 27 Mar 82 p 9 


[Article by Resty Perez] 


(Text] 


cso: 


PRESIDENT MARCOS created 
last week a PSOO-million government 
corporation which, besides engaging 
in business, is also empowered to 
extend financial assistance to the pri- 
vate sector and regulate firms engaged 
in mining, forestry and fisheries. 

In an Exoccutive Order signed 
recently, the President said that the 
new firm, the Natural Resources 
Development Corporation (NRDC), 
can be an important tool in the gov- 
ernment’s overall effort to relieve the 
country from the “preseat slump in 
the econumy.~ : 

NRDC_ patterned after the Natio- 
nal Develupment Co., will take on 
the charcoal pig non project and the 
stumpage Valuation system as its ini- 
tial undertakings 

The pig iron pioject is envisioned 
to be the core of the proposed indus- 
trial estate in Currimao, flocs Norte. 
It will produce iron products using 
Bravihan technology 

On the other hand, the stcompage 
valuation system is a new approach 
in logging patterned after European 
models. Under this system, the gov- 
ernment torough NRDC sells the 
mature trees within a specified area 
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NRDC can also enter into joint 
ventures with the private sector, par- 
ticularly the small and medium scale 
steel mills and industrial tree planta- 
tions. 

Furthermore. it can engage in the 
production and marketing of 
“minor” forest, aquatic and marine 
products. It will also be used as a 
vehicle for promoting investments in 
natural resuurces-based industries by 
providing financia’. technical and 
Management assistance. 

Its regulatory powers are expected 
to zero in on a Coordinated strategy 
in the production and marketing of 
“critical natural resources-based 
products” 


lts other powers are to. 

@ Arrange for financing or credit 
for its own account, its subsidiaries 
and clients; and 


e Guaranice dumestic or foreign 
loans of its subsidianes and clients 
engaged “in the business of develo- 
ping, producing and marketing 
natural resources-based products”: 

The NRDC is exempted from all 


fornis of taxes, duties and fees for a 
period of 10 years 
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BLEAK OUTLOOK SEEN FOR 1982 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 5 Mar 82 p 4 
[Article by Danny M. Gonzales] 


Text] The title of today’s column is of the kind that is normally appropri- 
ate at the start of the year. With two months of 1982 already past, our pro- 
jections of how the year will turn out will now have a basis--in fact, a lot 
of it. And what we'll discuss will not be mere rumblings or guesses. 


Economy 


Economically, the prospects are not bright. Last year, we were already in a 
mess. The past two months showed the further tightening of the money situa-~- 
tion. It's hard to get credit. And the government is frantic in its search 
for funds through borrowings or taxation. The unemployment rate is going up, 
up, 4nd up. Firms are threatened--if not with strikes, with bankruptcy. We 
read about them, we hear about then. And even the loud-mouthed defenders of 
the Marcos administration now reluctantly admit that times are hard and the 
economic solution is nowhere in sicht. 


Political Situation 


worse, the political situation is as bleak as ever. Most of the people have 
lost faith and confidence in our political leaders as evidenced by the boycott 
of the last Presidential elections. And the numbers of the disenchanted and 
disgusted are growing. The administration's credibility is simply low. And 
the powers-that-be are not doing much to bring it up. On the contrary. they 
themselves are sinking their credibility deeper with the latest political an- 
tics of the President's political bright boy, Leonie Perez, who only yesterday 
made public his concept of a barangay election. 


President Marcos 


As for President Marcos, he's still top man of the country. However, a lot of 
people--especially those who depend much on his staying power--are worried 
over two things: his health and the country's economy. As for the first, I 
can only say--judging from what I saw on TV last Saturday in Manila--that the 
President is not in the pink of health. Not even his angry posturing for the 








cause of the poor coul?¢ bring back healthy traces to his face. As for the 
economy, no amount of doctored statistics can convince the low and middle 
class Filipino that we are doing well. All he has to do is review his sad 
economic experiences these past years and consider his present plight. Only 
the past and the present. He need noc even engage himself in the luxury of 
Greaming for a bright tomorrow. He just can't afford it yet. For there are 
still the debts of the past to pay, and the new financial problems of the 
present to solve. 


The Opposition 


While Marcos, who represents power in this country, is bothered with his 
health and the economy--the opposition groups are growing in strength and 
numbers. There is now consolidation of political forces not only within the 
country but also outside of it with the involvements of top opposition lead- 
ers now in exile. The opposition leaders are now well aware how costly to 
them their inability to unite. Now they know that in erder to politically 
lick Mr. Marcos and company, they must first jet rid of Disunity. 


A Crucial One 


A cursory glance at the economic and political status of the Philippines today 
give us, with a little more thinking on our part, a view of what lies ahead of 
us. And 1982 is truly a crucial year for the Filipinos. Anything can happen. 
The President might kick the bucket--and heaven knows what will happen next 
after he is gone. The economy can go bust. And what are we to do? Also, the 
opposition groups--by whatever arrangement--can unify themselves into a truly 
formidable political force. When pitted against the powerful administration 
forces-~what a political clash it will bel Anyway, whatever happens will take 
piace in Year 1982--the year of the dog, as it is popularly known. In the 
coming ¢olitical and economic dogfight, who will be victors and who will be 
casualties? Only time wi’l tell. 
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LAYOFFS ATTRIBUTED TO BAD LABOR-MANAGEMENT RELATIONS 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 1 Mar 82 p 9 
[Article by Eddie R. Gandionco, Business Editor--Consultant] 


Text] Using inflation and recession as an excuse, a number of manufacturers 
are laying-off hundreds of workers. Some of the workers who worked for more 
than ten to fifteen years received separation pay that is much less than their 
supposed pay would have been. 


The country has experienced lately a large increase in labor-management dis- 
putes since 1972, anc labor leaders, businessmen, and gcvernment officials 
alike are in unison that failure to resolve disputes immediately could severe~ 
ly retard the future development of business and industry. These sectors 
agree that labor, management, and the government must work together to improve 
the situation. 


I believe that the increasing labor-management disputes are a result not of 
the recession or inflation §.% of bad labor-manacement relations. The labor- 
management cap is a ma. { long standing and that the sresent economic 
crisis only provides an opportunity for disputes to blow up. A survey conduc- 
ted by this writer reveals that most disputes arise from employers’ failure to 
pay the correct wages and allewances, empleve demands for better working con- 
ditions and fringe benefits, and dismissals without proper cause. Other fac- 
tors include demands for wage increase and forming or joining a labor union. 


The inflationary pressure and very poor sales have slowed down the production 
of most factories. And because of the failing demand that the industrialists 
have to cope up, they have to close operations or reduce their work comple- 
ment. And this has led to disputes over separation pay and unpaid wages. 


The increasing labor disputes in Metro Manila and other major cities in the 
country can be blamed, in part, on the unhealthy structures of many businesses, 
especially those family owned or closely-held corporations. Most manayement 
bigwigs and incorporatcrs run their businesses in the old-fashioned way by not 
setting up employe benefit programs, insurance, and welfare; so that when a 
company lay-off workers, the workers are naturally dissatisfied with the 
treatment given them. 











While many companies ere justified in «-.iutting down and others in re‘ucing 
their labor force because of financial problems, a few use recession, high 
mroduction costs, taxes, etc. as a pretext or excuse to lay-off workers. The 
owners of the later kind of management are actualiy still making money, but 
they just do not want to give workers better wages and good working condi- 
tions, including allowances, 13th month pay, and others. 


Many employers I interviewed are of the opinion that they are fully justified 
in laying off their workers for they have complied with the law covering 
termination. They believe that the government is always taking the side of 
labor, and nobcdy feels any sympathy for empioyers losing money because of 
unpredictable and unavoidable economic changes, and still have to give separ- 
ation pay, etc., etc. 


The iabor group disagree with the employers. They pointed out that under the 
oresent era workers are on the weak side because government is with management. 
Just look at the factories and businesses that violate the law (labor, inter- 
nal revenue, etc.) by laying-off workers and not paying them what is due then. 
hat punishment do they get? Nothing! It is very unfair. 


Tne government should work out an effective method of solving labor disputes 
faster to prevent prospective investors being scared off to invest in the 
country and curtailing lahor productivity, not to mention, economic growth 
slow-down. Failure to resolve immediately labor disputes will cause big po- 
te»tial problems for the future. 


You can imagine what will happen if many businesses and industries will shut- 
down because of labor disputes; this will bring severe social pvroblems in the 
fut ure. 


As one official of the labor ministry, who has been dealing with labor-manace- 
ment selations for 39 years, goes on to say that labor disputes and settle- 
ments take a long time and usually end in stalemate if the worker is repre- 
sented by a labor union. The settlement of labor-management disputes has 
become a burden to the ministry because at times it is very hard to persuade 
either the labor union or the manacement to make concessions. 


I believe that the best thing to do to prevent labor problems is for the em- 
ployers to build up good relations with their workers by establishing healthy 
labor benefit programs, improve working conditions, and making workers become 
shareholders. In this way, the workers will feel that they are truly part of 
the company; labor and management then can work together: to weather hard times. 


On the other hand, labor disputes can be kept to a minimum if labor unions 


will understand the plight of business and industry under the present economic 
situation. Ry understanding, I mean being reasonable in their demands. 
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CENTRAL BANK TO CHECK DOLLAR HOARDING 


PHILIPPINES 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 30 Mar 82 p 16 


‘Article by George T. Nervez] 


[Text] 


THE Central Bank is set to adopt 
aew resifictions on the foreign 
exchange investments of banks 
because some institutions have been 
found hoarding or with excessive 
dollar holdings. 

The new iormula being considered 
by the CB is expected to be a 
complete turnaround from an earlier 
decision removing certain restrictions 
on the foreign exchange, especially 
dolla: holdings of banks 

The CB plans to require banks to 
maintain a minimum ratio of 40 
percent between total net foreign 
exchange assets. cash in vault, excess 
reserves and eligible securities and 
the total of their outstanding import 
letters of credit (L/C), 30 percent en 
export proceeds, and 30 percent on 
Invisihies. ee 

The proposed move is expected 
to stem the capital flight from the 
country abetted by banks that 
mainiain excessive mvestinents in 
foreign exchange, especially United 
States dollars. 

PREVIOUSLY, banks were 
required iO maintain a minimum 
ratio of 30 percent between the total 
of their net foreign exchange esseis, 
cash in vault, excess reserves, and 
eligible securities and the total of 
their outstanding import L/Cs. 

hiowever. the 30-percent 
minimum ratio was lifted by the CB 
two weeks ago in a move seen ae 
relaxation of the doilar investments 
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of bank:. 

The CB also said that the banks 
are still required to provide adequate 
foreign exchange cover for then 
outstanding regular letters of credit. 

11 added thatthe banks ‘are 
prohibited from maintaining an 
oversold position in any foreign 
exchange, and that they are required 
to maintain a balanced foreign 
exchange position for every 
acceptable joreign currency 
other than the US dollar. 

The CB imposed the 3)-percent 


‘minimum ratio fecause of the 


excessive build-up of dollar holdings 
of banks at the height of the 
financial crisis last year. 

Ai that time. some big banks 
were found to have excessive dollar 
investments abrozd reportedly to 
take advantage of the high interest 
ales prevailing abroad. 

THE move deprived local 
borrowers of much needed credit 
because the banks were incycasingly 
building up their foreign exchange 
poldines instead of relending funds 
incall, 

The monetary board decided to 
lift the 30-perceni munimum ratio 
because focal banas subsequentiy 
gave ia t CB instructions for them to 
bring back the dolls. 

One of the sanctions adopted by 
the CR was io deny rediscounting 
privileges to banks that had excessive 
dollar holdings. 








DEVELOPMENT BANK SEEKS FOREIGN FUNDS 


PHILIPPINES 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 27 Mar 82 p 9 


[Article by Geroge T. Nervez) 


[Text ] 


in 


0: 


THE Development Bank of the 
Phils. (DBP) is seeking foreign finan- 
cing worth $125 million from the 
World Bark and a consortium . of 
private lending institutions for relea- 
ding to local projects. 

DBP Chairman Cesar Zalamea ss 
expected to negot.ate for the loans 
with the World Bank and the private 
lending institutions wi Washington 
and New York early next month. 

The proposed DBP loan from the 
WB is for $50 million It will be the 
third sich loan for reiending to 
small and medium scale <nterprises. 

The other loan to be negotiated 
by Zalainea is a $75-millicn syndi- 
cated financing from conscartium of 
five private banks. 


Proceeds of the proposed $735 
snillion loan will be used by the DBP 
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to finance its various lending prog- 
rams. . 

DBP’S propused sy..dicated loan 
marks the government bank's zgures- 
sive return to the dumestic snd 
foreign capital rasrkets, 

tarlier, the bank dJoated $30 
million eight-year floaiing rate nuws 
in the Eurobond market to boost iis 
resources. 

The bank has also been agyres- 
sively raising funds ‘ovally through 
auctions of the sixth isswe worth 
PSOO riiilion of its countryside bills. 

Tne government bank sluoved 
down direct forcign hurrewings 1 
the past two years because of thr 
generally unfavorable market condr 
tions aad the high cost of funds in 
the internatwonal capital markets. 
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EXPORT PROCESSING ZONES 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD ir English 1 Mar 82 p 3 


[Text] The government will develop 15 more Export Processing Zones ({EPZ) 
throughout the country within the next five years, according to Assemblyman 
Gerardo Espina, EPZ Administrator. 


Espina made the announcement in his speech curing the first monthly dialogue 
sponsored by the Batasan Tri~Media Association and the Centrai Luzon Press 
Club at the Hilltop Hotel in Bataan. 


Espina said the govermment will shortly start developing the Export Processing 
zones in Cavite City and Angeles City. He said that President Marcos has ap- 
proved the release of appropriations for the proposed two zones. 


He said the administration is putting up more Expert Processing Zones throuyh- 


out the country in view of the recent developments indicating that Southeast 
Asian nations would soon become the major market in the world. 


Among the Southeast Asian nations, he said the Philippines has the Lest chance 
of emerging into a major market in the region. He cited the followinc factors 
for this: 

--Tobe Philippines is the only Asian country where the people speak English. 
~-The Philippines is second to the United States on the nimber per capita of 
students enrolled in the universities. (He said the country turns out some 
6,000 university graduates every year). 

--The Philippines is the only country ia Asia which is conducive to world mar- 
ket activities in terms of security because it shares no boundary with any 


country. 


--it is a fertile source of raw materials and geoarapiicaliy Located. 
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PHILIPPINES 


BUSINESS CITES LACK OF GOVERCIMENT SUPPORT 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 5 Mar 82 pp 5, 7 
[Article »y Rex Dioso] 


[Text] Manila--A drastic drop in the Philippines export growth rate has be- 
come another srouce of irritant in the already far from rosy relationshir be- 
tween business and government. 


The export growth rate fell to a dismal two percent last year after reaching 
a record high of 25.8 percent in 19860. Betwen 1980 and 1961, the country's 
expert earnings rose from P5.788 biilion to only P5.903 biliion. 


The government is blaming international recessionary pressures and rising d 
protectionism in developed countries for this poor export performance. 


Business, however, appears unconvinced and blames other factors as well. It 
feels that the government has not been supportive of its efforts to pranote 
the country's export industry. 


Many businessmen tend to think that government fiscal measures are working 
against their initiatives for better export performance. 


During a sectoral dialogue between the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry (PCCI) and the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) at 
the Philippine Plaza recently, the business sector claimed there were in- 
equities in policies adupted by the government. 


The business group alleged that small export-oriented industries are not 
granted incentives similar to those enjoyed by government accredited 
corporations. 


It was noted, for example, that the big firms have been given discounting 
privileges, liberal export payment terms and other export incentives which are 
not availabie to smaller companies. 


More benefits are also enjoyed by so-calied non-traditional export companies 
as compared to those in traditional export lines, the business sector 
complained. 
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Since traditional exports are not spared from international marketing prob- 
lems, the business group said benefits should be enjoyed hv both traditional 
and non-traditional export firms. 


Export manufacturing firms noted that while they already handicapped by the 
high cost of importing the raw materials for their products, they also have 
to contend with high freight costs and import duties. Not even low labor 
costs could offset the effects of the cther input expenses to make their 
products more competitive in the international market. 


They also raised the problem of having to look for funds everytime they needed 
raw materials. 


In view of this, the companies proposed that they be allowed to retain a cor- 
tain percentage of their export earnincs to enable them to undertake a sus- 
tained importation of their manufacturing requirements. 


The chemical-based industry, in another sectoral dialogue, moved for the aboli- 
tion of marginal deposits for essential producer and consumer imports. 


“The fact that such items sere classified as essential should be reason enough 
to permit their importaticn at the lowest possible cost,” it reasoned out. 


The pusiness group also complained that exporter have to pay so many levies 
such as corporate development tax, contractors tax and specific or special 
tax for essential goods. 


Claiming that the corperate development tax was ineffective in dispersing the 
equity base of corporate investments, the business sector suggested its 
abolition. 


The industxy secter said the public should be encouraged to invest by exempt- 
ing them from the capital gains tax if they kept their investment for at 
least five years. This is similar to the privilege granted by the Board of 
Investments to approved projects. 


In asking for the abolition of the contractors tax, the business sector said 
this is a form of sales tax. 


The specific tax, the sector said, should be applied only to luxury items and 
not to essential goods. 


Business will be encouraged to improve its export performance if these prob- 
lems are looked into, the industry eector said. 


It stressed that wiile recessionary pressures and protectionism have slowed 
down the country's export growth, “cumbersome government measures” have led 
to the animpressive increase in export earnings because the will and the 
drive of the business sector have been ercded. 
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DEVELOPMENT BANK APPROVES FUNDS FOR COPPER PRODUCERS 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 12 Mar 82 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The Development Bank of the Philippines announced yesterday its ap- 
proval of the impiementing guidelines of the copper stabilization fund. 


The fund was created recently by President Marcos to assist primary copper 
producers in financing operating cash flow deficits occasioned by depressed 
copper prices. It cannot, however, be utilized to finance expansion, other 
capital investments or refinancing of existing debts by these firms. 


An initial amount of P200 million had been set aside for the purpose by the 
national government. 


As aprpoved, eligible fund borrowers are primary copper producers, whose mins- 
able reserves are sufficient to last for at least ten (10) years at optimum 
capacity, provided that for open pit copper mines, at least six (6) months of 
said proven mineable reserves are already pre-stripped, developed and ready 
for mining. 


Profitable copper producers (those firms whose cash producticn cost is less 
than the prevailing copper price after deducting metal credits for gold, sii- 
ver, molybdenum, pyrite, magnetite, etc.! are not eligible for financial as- 
sistance. 


The amount that can be obtained shall be equivalent to the difference between 
the cash cost of production applicable to and the proceeds from, each coprer 
export shipment. The amount to be borrowed shall be certified under oath by 
a reputable and independent auditor. 


To be charged an interest cate of 12 pear cent per annum, repayment for loans 
obtained under the program shall be effected automatically with each shipment 
whenever the price of copper shipment rise above the cash cost of production 
and shall continue until such ime that all borrowings shall have been fully 


paid. 


Acceptable collaterale for loans obtained under the fund are assignment to 
DBP of sales proceeds of copper concentrate shipments and first mortgage on 
assets or PARI-PASSU mortgage on existing assets to be acquired by borrower 
firm. 
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IMPORT LIBEFALIZATION MAY SPEED FURTHER vEVALUATON 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY E¥PRESS in English 30 Mar 82 p 16 


[Text ] 


THE private business sector 
warned yesterday of further 
devaluutwn of the peso, 
worsening trade and payments 
deficits and the crippling of more 
industries Decause of the recent 
tarifi reduction and the lifting of 
the ban op certain inyported 
items, 


The apprehension was aired by 
bred J. klizaide. president of the 
Philippine Chamber of Commerve 
and Industry (PCCI), who urged 
that measuies be promptly 
dopted a assist local 
munulacturers and producers so 
that they wall be Competitive with 
then foreign counterparts, 

Tic PCCT would preter that 
the tant cuts and lifting of the 
mmport ban be deferred and ‘at a, 
slower and more deliberate pace. 


because Of the ecoononie crisis 
which President Maccts hinwel 
said = contronts — the ounty. 
tlvade said mM a spe h betore 


ihe )anageuwr! AssQsAMbe Wl 
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the Phuippines. 


Elizalde said the removal of 
protective barriers should be 
complemented by appropriate 
measures 10 assist local 
manufacturers and produgers in 
terms of interns! tariff and taxes. 
interest rates. power costs, and 
other incentives. 


HE LISTED the following. 


proposals 

@ Reduce tariffs on caw 
material imports, especially those 
not adequately. or totally 
produced im the country. 


@ Reduce tariffs on capital 
goods sc that industries may 
im Ort equipment at lower costs. 


@ Provide more funds at lower 
cost, Effective interest rates in the 
Philippines go as high ax 256 
percent of those of such countries 
like Japan, Singapore, and 
Malaysia, Elizalde said. 
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RECIPROCITY IN PINOY-JAPANESE RELATIONS URSED 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English ] Mar 82 p 4 
[Article by Angel Libre] 


[Text] In our brutally trank aad permissive society, it is not anymore sur- 
prising to see former enemies (World War 2) intimately hugging each other in 
conspicuous places, like plushy hotel lobbies, disco pads, expensive restaur- 
ants and even public plazas. That is the Filipino-Japanese relations ... 
imagine, Maria Clara in the arms of Yamashita. 


Some open-minded (?) Filipinos say, "It's all right, an eye for an eye, any- 
way, oux Rizal had his almond-eyed O-sei-san". This being an act bespeaking 
our desire te establish, if not cement 900d foreign relations. “Minna ii hito 
desu". (They are good fellows.) 


This is applying the theory of “burying the hatchet and smoking the peace 
pipe”. But in this present world of ours where intrigue, subterfuge, double- 
talk and treachery is a bitter realit:' .. . what can prevent anyone, Jap or 
Pinoy, to bury the hatchet on one's  «< and who later enjoy smoking the 


peace pipe? 


Fortunately, there are among us true and miiitant Filipinos who will vehement- 
ly object thet such blunt generalities are not funny. They believe that no 
right thinking Filipino will ever tolerate the desecration of our national 
pride, honor, morality, identity and heritage as merely a pawn to expediency, 
profit, corruption and pleasure to foreigners and their Filipino collaborators 
and traitors. To think of so many lives (Filipinos) sacrificed in the fight 
for freedom and independence from foreign domination (Spanish, American and 
Japanese ocrupations) and many more now and in the future to maintain such 
freedom and independence from subtle and scheming subjugation and exploitation 
by the ever-present economic and political world powers. 


Well, we Filipinos are articulate and understanding people. We welcome all 
kinds of foreigners--white, black, brown, yellow, red and even pink. The 
Ministry of Tourism and the Philippine Tourism Authority are in charge of 
this matter of making our country a tourist must in world tourism. Assuming 
that these tourists will freely spend their dollars, yens, marks, etc., such 
income generating endeavor will help prop up our sagging economy. 


57 








From the looks of it, our modern Maria Claras are not easy prey to foreign 
Lotharios. Majority are well-educated, properly trained, well travelled, 
more militant, highly cultured and fairly liberated. They know when to say 
YES, but will not hesitate to say NO when things get out of hand. But there 
are always exceptions to the rule--some of the iess fortunate minority are 
often cheated of their chastity and are more chattels than partners. These 
are the ones that need to be protected by our government and by our vigilant 
people. They should not be fed to the foreign crocodiles by our heartless 
collaborators and traitors. 


So, the accent of togetherness should be both ways. If “Tomodati” offers 
love, it should be countered with marriage and legal togetherness. Of course, 
there are those who prefer live-in relations, but that is their own look out. 
This is a case of “here today gone tomorrow”. It is not fully clear what 
benificial contributions the foreigners have given the Philippines. You know 
the answer, don‘t you? 
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EXCLUSIVE INDUSTRIAL ZONE FOR JAPANESE PROPOSED 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 29 Mar 82 p 16 


[Article by Samuel V. Senoren] 


[Text ] 


MAJOR Japanese companies are 
likely to take on the offer of the 
Philippine government to put up an 
exclusive industrial area for them in 
one of three choice sites in the 
country. 

At least three large manufacturing 
firms are already “in”, according to 
Gerardo Espina, deputy minister of 
trade and indusiry and concurrent 
administrator of the Export 
Processing Zone Authority (EPZA). 

Espina returned during the 
weekend from weeklong negotiations 
on the exclusive zone scheme with 
Japanese interests in Tokyo. 

If the Japanese firmsclose the deal 
with EPZA, they are also expected to 
offer funding for the development of 
the industrial zones at concessional 
rates and maturity of up to 35 years. 

THE government has been trying 
to lure more foreign investors into 
the country by offering them 
attractive financial and fiscal 
incentives 

in the case of the exclusive zone 
concept for Japanese companies, 
Espina said EPZA is offering three 
possible sites. These are Batangas, 
San Fernando in La Union and 
Legaspi City. All three have deep 
water port facilities. 

' The EPZA official reported that 
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the exclusive zone concept wis 
received enthusiastically by large 
companies affiliated with the Japan 
External Trade Organization, Japin 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
and the Tokyo Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. 

The three companies which have 
expressed readiness to put up 
manufacturing facilities in the 
proposed zones were not identified. 

Espina said their officials 
requested secrecy until such tume 
that negotiations are completed. 


He said however thet one of them 
iS requiring a covered working area of 
at least 7,000 sq. er“tezs. 

IN JUNE, top officicls of 15 
Japanese firms are scheduled to visit 
Manila for further talks on the 
proposed exclusive zone fur Japanese 
enterprises 

At present, the Japanese are one 
of the top mvestors in the processing 
70Nes 

There are about a dozen Japanese 
firms in the zones with combined 
investments of more than $85 
million. In the three operating zones 

Bataan, Baguio and Mactan — are 
more than 60 companies from 16 
countries which manufacture various 
products for export. 
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COAL CONVERSION FOR NPC PLANTS URGED 
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Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 27 Mar 82 p 9 


[Article by Rosario A. Liquicia] 


[Text] 


CSO: 





A CANADIAN — cngincering 
company has «n-ommended to the 
National Power Corp {NPC) the 
conversion to coal of the oil-fired 
Gardner! Snyder (G/S) powergene- 
rating plants in Sucat, Muntiolupa. 

INTEG has recommended the 

replacement of the existing oil firing 
boilers by new ones of pulverized 
eval design. The cost of the 
conversion is cstimated at $39] 
rullion. 
. The firm was commissioned by 
the NPC under a grant from the 
Canadian government. to study the 
feasitulity of converting the oil-fied 
G/S plant to pulwenzed cval-linneg 
but rctaining the cgpability to 
operatic «om wl ofan back-up ut 
crnicirecmy purl prses 

INTEG subruticd us rccommen 
dations to the power company but 
the two partics have not discussee 
them 


ACCORDING Ww ‘INTEG’'s 
findings, NPC wall be able to rcalize 
annual savings w' fuck cost of at least 
P116 million once the G/S plant is 
converted to cual 


In additiwn to forcige exchange 
Savings, 3 second manor bene t of the 
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conversion. INTEG said, is the gain 
of about 200 megawatts (MW) in 
generating capacity at no additional 
cost. This is duc to the output 
limitations on the existing G/S units 
which wlow a maxinwm station 
output of 630 MW. 

The G/S plant in Sucat has a rated 
capacity of 850 MW although it has 
been unable to wperste at rated 
capacity because of the 
“usatisfactory design of the existing 
builess." The plant has four 
operiting units which generate power 
for the Mero Manila ares 

The nvwve fo convert the oil-fired 


power plant to cual is in line with the 
government's policy of reducing its 
dependence on imporied ofl by the 
substitution of other cheaper forms 
of tucl 


THE conversion was also aimed at 
seeking an acceptable sulution to the 
poor performance of the G/S plant 


because of the cxnting design of its 
builers. 


Of the fous cop trans siudies, the 
replacement of the cxisting boilers 
has been found to be technically 
feasible and cconomically the most 
attractive, INTEG said. 








EMPLOYMENT OUTLOOK CALLED BLEAK 
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[Text] 


THERE is no hope of 
reducing the number of 
jobless in the near future 
and the problem ts linely 
to get worse rather than 
~ 2 
That wis the gloomy 
concensus by panellists 
at a discussion entitled 
“Unemployment Crisis 
in 1982 Problems and 
Siutions” hosted by the 
Human Resource Devel- 
opment Institute at 
Thammasat University 
last might 
Economist Krirkkiat 
Pipatseritham iisted 
three main factors for 
the high rate of unem- 
ployment These, he 
said were 
— The Government's 
erroneous development 
strategy which has failed 
to distribute the fruits of 
the country s -mpressive 
economic growth to 
rural areas This has re 
sulted in a mass emigra. 
tion of farmers to the 
rity 
Dropping demand 
for consumer products 
aue to inflation which 
has averaged 15 per cent 
annuall. since the first 
oil price rise in 1973 
Repeated in 
creases in the price of oli 
which has resulted in 
infiation, recession, a 
large trade deficit and 
the smuggling of foreign 
exchenge ovt of the 
country 





charged, hed failed to 
cushion the people 
against external forces 
and has not done enough 
to build up confidence 
for foreign investors 
who could have created 


both agriculture and 
industry to absorb the 
ever-increasing work- 
force, a large number of 
people herve gone into 
the service. sector, said 
| Mr Ke‘gtxiat. t* 1.4 

Many women who 
were unable to find legal 
empioyment had turned 
to prostitution, he 
added 


Director- 


Department Charoen 
Siriphan, adraitted that 
Thailand's unemploy- 
ment situation was criti- 
cel. But, he explained, 
his de >artment could do 
little ebout it 


More than 30.000 worn. 
ers from factories ir the 
Bangkok metropolitan 
area and nearby prov- 
snces have been laid off 
since last year, he said. 

Warning that ithe 
worst is yet to come, he 





ernment to introduce « 
social security pro 
gramme as soon as possi. 
ble 4e said such «a 
scheme is essential for 
promoting the welfare of 
the u L. 

He also aitacked the 
Government for disrupt- 
ing trade with neigh- 
bouring countries on the 
grounds of security- 
related policies. 


‘hat. such policies bed 


contributed to the wors 
ening whemployment 
situation 

He also calied for 
prcmotion of labour- 
intensive industries and 
warned against the use 
of robots and other elec. 
— gadgetry in facto 


The two other panel- 
lists. Chon Buri MP 
Kanin Boonsuwan anu 
Mr Chumpoi Pornprapa. 
portrayed «a similar 
gloomy picture of the 
unemployment situation 
in the country 

Mr Chumpo!l cailed ‘or 
& cutbeck in public 


THAILAND 








THAILAND 


EDITORIAL CALLS FOR PROBE OF AMMUNITION DIVERSION TO CPT 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 13 Mar 82 p 4 


[Bditorial] 


[Text] ( THAI ARMY came out yester- 


a 


r\s 
: 
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day with a peculiar request to the 
tress that it should refrain from pu- 
‘ushing stories which may indicate that 
certain military officers might be brand- 
«i! “traitors” by selling ammunition to 
the communist insurgents. 

Ihe KTA’s public relations office 
suid: ‘This line of speculation might not 
be true and could be damaging to the 
army wm the eyes of the public. That 
could also assist the ouver side to attack 
us. If, however, the investgation proves 
that there were genuine culprits in the 
affair, the army will cervainly take stem 
« tens, without consideration for any- 
twocdy 's face (sic). . .”” 

ihe fuwst official words over the scan- 
dal admitted that the rounds of ammuni- 
tion seized from the so<alled “Camp 
508” in Surat Thani by the Fourth 
Army had in fact been manufactured by 
the army's ordnance department but 
the statement chamed that the total 
amount wasn’t as big as had been report- 
ed although it did not say how many 
rounds had actually been found. The 
official line was that the ammunition 
rmught have been captured by the com- 
munist insurgents in thei attacks on 
governme nt oases earler. 

“The army has launched an urgent 
investigation into the case,” the state- 
ment says. 

We certainly would like to believe 


END 


that the army kncws what it is talking 
about. We would be more than happy 
to be told that evidence had been found 
to prove that nobody was guilty at all 
in the whole case. Nobody has jumped to 
the conciugon that there are “traitors” 
in the army who might have sold the am- 
munition right from the army's own fac- 
tory to the insurgents. 

But we doubt that the public could 
be pacified by a simplistic statement. 
Like many other scandals before this 
one, such investigetions usually faded 
away and the results buried — deep 
in some unknown comers official 
filing cabinets. 

Whether the exact number of rounds 
of M-16 ammunition and M60 machine- 
guns came to 500,000 or not is not ac- 
tually the point. The crux of the issue 
is: How did the army-manufactured am- 
munition ended deep in the jungle and 
used by insurgents against the live of 
soldiers fighting against insurgency? 

“Saving faces’ will not be accepted, 
the ermy suggested. That's good news. 
But better news would bea public investi- 
gation, with members of the board from 
some neutral agencies, including legisia- 
tors and lawyers, would help tremend- 
ously in restoring credibility im the army. 

We certainly hope the probe will be 


conducted openly and the resulte be 


made public as soon as possibile. 





END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 
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